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txspanishacademy.com

Helping Give the Gift of a 
Second Language

Full & Part-Time Enrollment at Two Locations

Downtown Round Rock
201 W. Bagdad Round Rock, TX 78664
512.248.2211

East Round Rock
2471 South AW Grimes,  Bldg. 200
Round Rock, TX 78664
512.248.8111

AGES 6 WEEKS THROUGH 5 YEARS

Enroll your child in a 
preschool that provides a 
world-class multilingual 

experience. 
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Rebecca Darling

And welcome to the first edition of the Round the Rock 
magazine! I started Round the Rock as an online 
source for activities and events in the Round Rock
area in 2013 when my youngest child and I got tired of
 always driving into Austin to find things to do. Both the 
website and social media channels took off and we 
quickly evolved into the source for what was happening 
in the community and an advocate for supporting local 
businesses.  

I always had a dream to create a print publication. I 
wanted to share the stories of our community, to evoke 
a sense of pride of living in Round Rock.  So here we are. 

You’ll find this issue full of all the great reasons to call 
Round Rock home.  We feature a local family, the Kerley 
Family, who both grew up here and have chosen to raise 
their family here too.  We tell you the story behind a local 
family favorite, Monster Mini Golf & Laser Tag.  And you 
will find out about the Round Rock Serving Center and 
why they are an important part of our community. 

Earlier this year, our community voted on the Best of 
Round Rock, and we have all the winners for you.  
Also in this issue, you can find a summer camp for 
your children, learn about fun and free things to do
this summer, and ideas for the next date night. 

Lastly, don’t miss the Round the Rock Shopping 
Passport on the last page.  We invite you to support local 
businesses in a fun way and enter to win a Round Rock 
gift basket filled with local prizes.

So thank you for picking up this first issue.  We hope
 you enjoy the stories and hold onto it, referring to it 
for future ideas of Round Rock fun.  And if you have a 
minute, tell me what you think about it.  I’d really love to 
hear from you - rebecca@roundtherocktx.com

Hello!
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STORY BY Rebecca Darling
PHOTOS BY Kelly Colson Photography

One of the highlights of Round the Rock 
Magazine is getting to introduce you to a 
family who is making an impact in our city. 
This month, meet Aaron & Amy Kerley.

THIS IS MY
Hometown



12  Round The Rock | Summer 2020 Summer 2020 | Round The Rock    13

was only one locally-owned 
childrens’  clothing store in 
Round Rock.
 
In October 2012, Amy and her 
mother created Haute Tots 
Boutique and would attend 
Georgetown Market Days 
selling designer kids’ clothing. 
It quickly developed a following 
and they went to even bigger 
shows across Texas. They had 
gained so much popularity, they 
even held shopping lunch hours 
at her father’s construction 
business office. 

In June 2015, it was time to 
take the business in a new 
direction. Amy opened a shop 
in the beautiful yellow house in 
Downtown - the oldest standing 
wood structure in Round Rock. 
She remembers being so disap-
pointed on opening day. Only 2 
people showed up. 

“We decided to start a 
Facebook Page. And social 
media completely changed the 
game for us.” she recalls. She 
would post photos of her daugh-
ter in outfits and thus began the 
‘shopping online’ experience for 
Haute Tots. 

What started as a unique way 
to advertise to customers 
quickly grew to a vibrant 7500+ 
community Facebook group. 
As the boutique grew, they 

began to 
offer 
womens’ 
clothing, cups 
and jewelry. 

And while Amy’s businesses 
grew - they added Gingersnaps 
Boutique on the Georgetown 
Square in 2018 and Mercantile 
on Main in Downtown Round 
Rock in 2019-the Facebook 
Group remains a constant. 

They have successfully creat-
ed an online space of inclusiv-
ity - no matter your size, color, 
or nationality, this group immi-
nates love and empowerment.
It encourages women to be 
their best self. 

And while the 3 boutiques’ 
success is amazing, it’s the 
general sense of love and 
acceptance of who we are - no 
matter what we look like - that 
comes from the Facebook 
group that I admire most. 
And in a short 5 years, Amy 
now owns 3 boutiques and an 
online business, employing 15.  

She gives back to the com-
munity as well, offering spirit 
nights and discounts to school 
groups. And her Facebook 

group has built a sense of 
community where her cus-
tomers feel like family. When 
you see her, she gives you the 
most loving hug and greets 
you as if you are the highlight 
of her day. That’s who she is. 
She genuinely cares about 
you and loves to see you. 

Aaron and Amy love being 
a part of the Round Rock 
community. In 2006, Aaron 
started his select basket-
ball business, Rim Rockers 
Basketball, to ensure that kids 
who couldn’t afford select 
sports would have an oppor-
tunity to play. It started with 

one group of seven young 
men and has grown to 

14 teams today.  

“This is my home-
town and I love the 
camaraderie. The 
minute you start a 
small business, a 
support system fol-

lows with an immedi-
ate link to resources. 

There is a sense of 
community that people 

are rooting for you and they 
don’t want to see you fail.” 

But it’s not without hard work. 
With 2 young daughters, Amy 
recognizes that time man-
agement can be difficult. She 
wants to be there for all of 
her employees and clients 

and still be able to tuck her 
daughters into bed at night.
It has been a tough lesson to 
learn that it’s “Ok to not do 
it all.” She recognized early 
on that to be successful, she 
needed to have a team helping 
her accomplish all her goals, 
while still being the mom she 
wanted to be. Her first priority 
will always be her family. 

The Kerley’s make living in 
Round Rock fun too. Their 
idea of a great date night is at 
Jack Allen’s Kitchen enjoy-
ing pimento cheese, a fried 
pork chop and black cherry 
margaritas. They enjoy family 
nights with pizza from Slapbox 
Pizzicheria or movies at Flix 
Brewhouse. A lot of their free 
time is spent with their girls.  

While Amy’s story is not 
unique - a small town girl 
builds something big in her 
community - her courage 
and motivation is. While most 
people dream about their 
goals, she didn’t. She created 
something  with them. 

Her encouragement to others 
is this, “If you have a dream 
and you are afraid to take the 
leap - don’t be! You CAN do it 
all - you can be a mom, you 
can be an amazing wife, and 
you can be a great Christian 
woman-with the right people 
helping you get there.”    

The Mercantile on Main, 
located in Downtown 
Round Rock, is one of 
three boutiques that 
Amy owns.

Pictured Right: Amy with 
her husband, Aaron
Kerley.

THE KERLEY FAMILY
When I first moved to Round Rock, I thought it unusual to find someone who was born and 
raised in Round Rock, and are now choosing to raise their own family here as well. For the 
Kerley Family, there is no other place they would rather be. Not only do they live here, they 

work hard to make Round Rock a better community.

Amy Kerley grew up attending
Round Rock ISD schools. She went 
to Deep Wood Elementary, was the 
first class to go thru Hopewell 
Middle School (with Mrs. Linda 
Herrington as her principal), and 
was the second class to go all 4 
years through Stony Point High 
School. 

“Round Rock was never one of 
those towns you couldn’t wait to 
get out of. We’re all staying here 
and raising our families here, 
because we want our kids to have 
what we had growing up”, says 
Kerley.

For her, Round Rock will always 
have a small town feel, yet she 
was able to see the transforma-
tion and growth it has undergone. 
From attending the first Round 
Rock Express ballgame when 
she was in 8th grade to seeing 
the ground broken for America’s 
Largest Indoor Waterpark, Kala-
hai Resorts, Amy speaks fondly 
of ‘being along for the ride.’ 

“I love that Mrs. Herrington was 
actually my school principal and
now there is a school named 
after her. I love that there is a 
real connection and personal 
tie to my town, you can’t do 
that everywhere.”  

When asked what she missed from 
her years growing up, she spoke 
fondly about going to lunch after 
church to La Margarita, back 
when it was located in an 
old train car off I-35. And Lone-

star Bakery has always been a 
staple in her life. She even tells 
a story of her younger brother 
breaking out of Mothers’ Day Out 
at the First Baptist Church to run 
across the street to get Round 
Rock Donuts. 

After high school, Amy earned her 
college degree online so she could 
work with her father’s sports 
construction business. She 
credits him for what she learned 
about being a small business 
owner. And the desire to own her 
own business was born at an 
early age. 

During this time, she met her 
husband, Aaron Kerley. Aaron 
was raised in Hutto and he has 
his own unique connection to 
the community. His great, great 
grandfather was professor Benja-
min “Doc” Kerley, who started the 
Hutto School for the Colored in 
the early 1900s. 

It was after they built a house 
in Round Rock’s Sienna neighbor-
hood, that it was announced the 
school in their neighborhood 
would be named Benjamin “Doc” 
Kerley Elementary School. And 
now the Kerley’s oldest daughter 
attends there. 

Less than 10 years ago, Round 
Rock experienced a ‘Baby Boom’, 
where the town saw a dramatic 
influx of children being born. The 
Kerley’s were a part of that boom, 
with the birth of their first daugh-
ter, Leighton. At the time, there 

Aaron and Amy Kerley, 
with their two daughters.

The Haute Boutique 
offers trendy and 
affordable clothing 
and accessories for 
women. 
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in Round Rock, Texas 
with Kids this Summer 

Summer is not 

only a great 

time to get out 

and stay

active, but it 

also offers up

a great chance 

to discover 

what makes 

ROUND ROCK a 

fun an unique 

place to live.

Discover the 
Round Rock 

Participate in the 
Summer Reading 
Program at the RR 
Public Library 

Enjoy a cold treat in 
Round Rock

Race around the 
speedway on your 
bike at Play for All 
Park 

Play in the 
Prete Plaza Splash
Fountain 

Stand under the big 
bucket at Rock’N 
River Water Park 

Watch a movie under 
the stars at the Blue 
Starlight Mini Urban 
Drive-In

Zip Line at Joanne 
Land Playground

Bake some cookies 
& take them to your 
local Fire or Police 
Department 

Feed the Ducks at
one of the Round 
Rock Parks

Go underwater 
bowling at Bass Pro 
Shops

Bike/Hike the
Brushy Creek Trail
 
Try Geocaching in 
Round Rock
 
Attend a farmer’s 
market in Round Rock

Take a photo at the 
“Life is Beautiful” 
mural in Downtown 
Round Rock

Have a picnic at the 
Quarry Splash Pad

Attend one of the 
Virtual Round Rock 
Public Library 
Summer Events

Volunteer in Round 
Rock 

Eat a hot & fresh 
Round Rock Donut

Have lunch at a 
LOCAL Round Rock 
Restaurant

Paint your own 
pottery at Ceramic 
Lodge

Make your own soda 
at 3 Star Candy Shop

Discover Sam Bass’s 
final resting place

Make a Hole in One at 
Monster Mini Golf & 
Laser Tag

Spend the afternoon 
swimming in a Round 
Rock Pool 

Watch the bats 
emerge from the I35/
McNeil Bridge

Spend the Day at the 
Brushy Creek Park & 
Splash Pad 

Ride the Cedar Rock 
Railroad at SW 
Williamson County 
Park 

Trade a book at A
Little Free Library

Participate in a
Summer Camp in 
Round Rock
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Take your dog to 
the Round Rock 
Dog Depot

Discover a new 
playground in Round 
Rock (we have 21!)

Find the wagon ruts 
and play in the creek 
near the Round Rock

Go to breakfast in 
your PJs in Round 
Rock

See the Fish Get Fed 
at Bass Pro Shops

22

2

For more activities 
& events to do in Round 

Rock, head to our website: 
roundtherocktx.com

86
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STORY BY Rebecca Darling | PHOTOS BY Kelly Colson

to find only a handful of mini golf 
spots in Central Texas. 

Their disappointment turned into 
a terrific business opportunity 
to bring Monster Mini Golf, a 
nation-wide franchise, to our city. 
And in a very smart business move, 
they chose an indoor, glow-in-the-
dark mini-golf business, where 
families can enjoy playing year 
round - especially in the summer.

The highlight of Monster Mini Golf 
and Laser Tag is the unique minia-
ture golf course. All 18 holes are 
indoors, in a darkened room, with 
the most colorful, glow-in-the-dark 
murals adorning the walls. The 
Smiths hired local artists to design 
the “monsters” taken from 
well-known Austin spots like the 
Cathedral of Junk, Matthew 
McConaughey, and the University of 
Texas. There is even a “shout-out” 
to our round rock on their walls.

The course is run by a DJ who 
periodically calls out challenges 
for whichever hole you are playing, 
starts up dance parties and more. 
The goal is to make every round of 
golf a new experience for patrons.

Unique to the Round Rock Monster 
Mini Golf, a 20-person laser
challenge is also available (only a 
few other franchises have laser 

MONSTER
A

G O O D  T I M E

n the age of iPhones, Netflix, and 
competitive club sports, quality 
family time is becoming harder to 
come by. Locally-owned Monster 

Mini Golf and Laser Tag was created 
for that very reason - for a family 
to find a unique way to spend time 
together.
  
Monster Mini Golf and Laser Tag is 
an indoor entertainment center in 
East Round Rock that offers glow-in-
the-dark mini golf, a full-scale laser 
challenge, birthday party rooms, 
and arcade games. They opened 
the summer of 2017 and have been 
busy ever since.

When local owners, Brian and Amy 
Smith and their two boys moved to 
Round Rock from Illinois a few years 
ago they found it lacking a specific 
family experience that they all en-
joyed - miniature golf. Their son 
is autistic and mini-golf is a perfect
ice-breaker for them when they are 
on vacation or in a new location. 

“New is tough on those on the 
autism spectrum and we could 
usually find mini-golf whenever we 
traveled and although each course 
was different, the game itself was
familiar and typically silly. Nate likes 
to laugh.” says Amy. 

But when they found themselves in 
Round Rock, they were disappointed 

I

Monster Mini Golf is open 7 days a 
week and is located at 3916 Gattis 
School Rd. in Round Rock.

tag). Fun for all ages, laser tag is 
great for big groups of friends or 
corporate team-building.

The Smiths worked hard to bring 
unique arcade games to Monster 
Mini Golf and Laser Tag as well. 
Traditional games like basketball 
and skeeball are intermixed with 
a giant Space Invaders and laser 
maze. It’s nostalgic for the parents 
who grew up going to the arcade on 
the weekends and fun for our kids 
who are fans of Stranger Things. 
Monster Mini Golf and Laser Tag 
also has two party rooms, offering 
birthday parties throughout the day.
 
If you are looking to create unique & 
fun experiences together as a fami-
ly, check out Monster Mini Golf and 
Laser Tag. It’s a reasonable place to 
take the whole family, enjoy a date 
night, or just hang out with a group 
of friends. 

The Smith family, out-
side of Monster Mini 
Golf, located on Gattis 
School Road in Round 
Rock.

Austin-themed murals 
adorn the walls of 
Monster Mini Golf.

Indoor, climate-controlled, 
glow-in-the-dark mini golf 

can be enjoyed anytime.
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The Round Rock Area Serving Center 
has helped local families in crisis with 
their basic needs for 34 years, and 
they are not letting a virus stop them. 
“My greatest concern is that families 
affected by Covid-19 are waiting for 
us to open to get help,” says Executive 
Director Lori Scott.

In mid-March the Center’s store and 
walk-in food pantry at 1099 E. Main 
Street in downtown Round Rock 
closed. So they started a drive-thru. 
As many as 100 cars wind through the 

Did you know that we have a food 
pantry in Round Rock that helps local 
families?  Our guess is that many 
think an affluent city like Round Rock 
wouldn’t have the need for a food
 pantry - but they’re wrong.  And in 
light of Covid-19, even more families
 in our community are in need. 

Read on to learn about the Round Rock 
Serving Center and how you can help.

drive-through on 
distribution days, translating to a
 35% spike in the number of families they are 
serving. 

About 50,000 under-privileged, low-income 
people and families in crisis benefited from 
the Center’s programs in 2019. Normally, 
families meet with staff at the Center to fill 
out paperwork and enter the program. 

Clients would then select the food at the 
on-site food pantry and get clothing at the 
thrift store. The financial assistance 

program helped clients pay partial rent, 
utilities and prescriptions. 

Now applications are taken and interviews 
are conducted over the phone. And the
food is loaded directly into the trunks of 
vehicles. 

“We are already seeing that a third of those 
we are serving are impacted by Covid-19 - 
business closures, job losses and layoffs,” 
says Scott. “We are seeing families that 
haven’t had to ask for help before, families 
that are normally working that are going to 
need some help to get over this.” 

Volunteers for food distribution and 
gardening are needed. But financial 
contributions are needed more. The 
closing of the Center’s thrift store has 
been a huge blow, says Scott. The store 
generates about $30,000 in revenue per 
month which is then used to fund the 
financial assistance program and the
food pantry. 

“Our immediate need is to keep the food 
pantry going”, says Scott. “So people are 
bringing food donations, which is great. 
But the easiest way to help is to make a 
financial contribution.” 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY Michelle Cantu

The Round Rock 
Serving Center

Financial donations can be made online at www.rrasc.org. 
“Everything we purchase from the Central Texas Food Bank 
costs us about 11 cents a pound,” Scott says, “so we can 
really stretch any financial contribution.” 

The Serving Center is still closed but they plan to open and 
resume normal operations and business hours on Monday, 
June 29. 

Drive-through food distribution  for those living in zip codes 
78664, 78665, 78681, 78634, 78717 and 78728 continues 
through June 27 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon will be 
added on June 6. 

Beginning June 1, a food voucher from the Center will be re-
quired to pick up food. Email clflores@rrasc.org to request a 
voucher. Vouchers will be mailed to families.

Families needing assistance with rent and living expenses 
through June 27 should apply via phone through by calling 
the Center at 512-244-2431.
 
Treasures Resale Shop & Boutique will open and merchan-
dise donations will be accepted beginning June 1. Store 
hours will be Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. Donation hours will be 
Monday – Saturday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Round Rock-based photographer Michelle Cantu creates portraits of 
children and families that will warm your heart and home. She is a native 
Austinite and a Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist who worked as a 
photographer, reporter and editor at some of the nation’s top newspapers. 
She has been published in The Miami Herald, The New York Times, People 
and Newsweek magazines. You can get in touch with her at hello@michelle-
cantuphotography.com

OPPOSITE PAGE The Round Rock Serving Center opened curbside pickups 
this Spring. ABOVE Volunteers work together to load cars with food and 
household items. 

NON-PROFIT
SPOTLIGHT
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 real-world topics and creative problem solving

ImagineArtsAcademy.com | 512-892-1143

Animals and
Conservation Design Careers Cultural

Awareness

We also offer artful birthday parties for ages 5-12!

CAMP
2020

Unleash your child’s
creativity this summer with
a virtual or in-person camp!

We Also Offer  |  Special Events • Workshops • After-School Programs • Birthday Parties

Sign-Up for a Camp Today!
512-892-1143 | info@MadScienceAustin.com

Austin.MadScience.org

VIRTUAL & IN-PERSON CAMPS & PARTIES

Full-day and half-day options

Designed for kids ages 4-12

Hands-on science discovery

Options starting at $18 (supplies included)

Invent and Experiment
Build Robots

Play Detective
and Crack Codes

And so
much more!!!

Learning doesn't have to end when school's out!
Our camps keep kids engaged throughout summer!

 3 different art camps that teach kids about 
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@WAFFLELOVEATX

HASH IT UP
We’re @RoundTheRockTX on all things social. If we love your pic, we might ask to reshare it (or print it here!)

 and make you all kinds of Insta-famous. We’ve got plenty of reasons to blow up your friends’ social feeds. Whether it’s 
local food, a selfie at an event or some serious scenery, be sure to tag your stuff using our hashtag #RoundtheRock.

@JESSKILBANE

@NYCIA.EMERSON

@SWCARGILLPHOTOS
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D O W N T O W N E R G A L L E R Y . C O M

V I E W  T H E  E X H I B I T : 

 JUNE 3
AUGUST 2

THRU

DOWNTOWNER GALLERY
2 3 1  E A S T  M A I N ,  S U I T E  1 6 0 
D O W N T O W N  R O U N D  R O C K

REAL ESTATE

BOOK YOUR SESSION TODAY!
Supra eKey access
Next day image delivery
Day to Dusk image included
Guaranteed Blue Sky
Zillow video walkthrough
included

R o u n d  R o c k ,  T X
k e l l y @ k e l l y c o l s o n . c o m  ( 8 0 5 )  4 1 6 - 6 3 5 6

w w w . K e l l y C o l s o n . c o m
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S U M M E R  M O O N  R O U N D  R O C K

2 0 0  U N I V E R S I T Y  B L V D  U N I T  1 1 0 ,  R O U N D  R O C K ,  T X  7 8 6 6 5

 G E T  1 5 %  O F F  Y O U R  N E X T  O R D E R *
R O U N D R O C K 1 5

 G E T  1 5 %  O F F  Y O U R  N E X T  O R D E R *
R O U N D R O C K 1 5

 G E T  1 5 %  O F F  Y O U R  N E X T  O R D E R *
R O U N D R O C K 1 5
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